NEIGHBORHOOD HOUSE 
Calexico,California January, 1957 


There is a Neighborhood House in Calexico,California,a city located on the bor= 
der between Mexico and the United States, This community center is trying "to serve 
all people regardless of age or race or creed",but the recreational and educational 
phases of community service are emphasized more than others,since the workers are more 
trained for such fields, In the early days of the agency more walfare work was oar= 
ried on by "Miss Ruth" and her co-workers,both in Calexico and in Mexicali,our next 
door neighbor, When the Mexican Methodist Church of Calexico was disbanded a few 
years ago,the social welfare work for those in Mexicali was assigned to ether agencies 
Though some welfare work is still done in Calexico,most of the activities now are 
educational or recreational,adapted to serve all ages. 


The County Health Department uses Neighborhood House for its well baby clinics, 
which are held twice a month, There is a pre-school group of four year olds who 
spend a few hours each school day learning to speak English and to adjust to one an= 
other for the experience of kindergarten in the public schools, About three fourths 
of the children who attend have parents who are Mexican, Chinese, Filipino or some 
other nationality. A Mothers! Club works closely with the pre-sehool worker to give 
the children experiences they need and enjoy. 


Around two hundred children and teenagers use Neighborhood House every week in 
their leisure time. Some of them come cvery day there is an.aetivity going on, For 
the various ages are provided club and craft groups, movies,playground sports, table 
games,roller skating,and story hours. There is a lending library of toys and books 
where they like to wait for club to begin, Scrapbooks, viewmasters,colorbooks and 
reading books are provided for their pleasure. Each day as soon as schools are out the 
children flock to the grounds,asking for "the ball", "Yhen is movies?" or "When is my 
club?" Trips and parties are frequent events planned in the regular program. In the 
summer there is day camping for three or more weeks; real camping in the mountains 
west of Calexico is a privilege for those of camping .ge. When homes are too small 
for parties,tecnagers with thcir parents sponsoring use.Neighborhood House for such 
important cvents, 


Adults also have activitics, This year there are six classes in English for 
adults,cnrolling around 150, Many of thcse come from Mexicali,and are professional 
people who want to learn to speak English, Twice monthly there are "Salcstt of baby 
and children's clothing(new and used) for the mothers of larg. familics who find it 
difficult to pay the prices of such clothing in the regular shops. A number of local 
people volunteer their service to Neighborhood Hvuse and assist with the office when 
all workers are busy,aid with roller skating,perform many necessary duties on clinic 
days,and drive cars for trips with groups. Quite a few adult groups use the building 
for meetings and special events such as partics,bridal showers and receptions,and din= 
ners for money-making purposes, Local churches mect for fellowship hours and potluck 
mealse 

The influence and service of Neighborhood House 2lso reaches outside of Calexi- 
co, The Woman's Society of Christian Service of the Valley churches «re free to hold 
meetings within it and are encouraged to do so at least once a year, World Friendship 
groups have “overnights",some coming from distances such as San Dieg» and Los Angeles 
Interest and enthusiasm for Neighborhood House are thus increased, 


The Christmas program inDecember was truly an internatimal event, Youth groups 
decorated the building and prepared the scenery for the younger children,who drama- 
tized the Christmas story for their parents,special guests of the occasion, Two 
verse speaking choirs,one cach of boys and girls,read for them the Scripture words, 
and the audicnee joined in singing the Christmas hymns, Members of the adult English 
classes presented Las Posadas,a typical Christmas ceremonial of Mexico, and prepared 
a pinata for the childrcn to have fun breaking in order to obtain the trinkets and 
goodics stored within, Members of the Woma'ts Societiés~of Christian Service of the 
Vallcy churches furnished the cookies caten with fruit drink served to over two hund- 
red and fifty who attended, 


So lon; 4s the needs of children,y th and adults are being met,Neighbdorhood 
House with its staff of five appointed workers will continue to remain an open and a 
busy plece, Tho staff at present includes Ofelia Cazares,pre-seho.0l workers; Louise 
Murray,crafts and English classes; Joan Shaffer,girls! worker and assistant in pre- 
school; Clvin Davis,boys! worker and playground supervisor; Lulu Bryan,director. 


